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A   very   slooow   championship   heat  
We   almost   didn’t   even   start.   But   in   the   end,   the   PRO   decided   that   there   was   enough   breeze  
to   start,   and   for   a   while   (until   we   rounded   the   top   mark   at   Abbotsford   for   the   first   time,   there  
seemed   to   be   a   nice   Easterly).   But   regrettably   it   did   not   last,   and   the   course   was   wisely  
shortened.  
 
Some   sad   news   this   week   that   Noelene   Magrath,    a   life-long   member   of   the   club,   passed  
away.   We   wish   Robyn   Tames   and   the   family   all   the   best   during   this   period.  
 
Peter   and   Luke   seem   to   have   better   breeze   in   Wellington   NZ,   where   they   are   competing  
with   the   Arrogant   Frog   in   the   12ft   skiff   Interdominions.   It   looks   like   they   are   doing   OK  
overall:    https://www.facebook.com/groups/139106252792011/   

 
More   photos   of   Luke   and   Pete   on:  
https://www.sail-world.com/news/226869/12ft-Skiff-Interdoms-Day-3--Kiwis-lead  
 
Important   event:    We   plan   to   have   our   own   “Discover   Sailing   Day”   on   Sunday   22   March  
from   10   am   to   about   2   pm.   This   is   advertised   here:  
https://www.revolutionise.com.au/abbotsfordsc/events/62995/    an   on   our    website    and  
facebook .   All   juniors,   please   invite   down   all   your   friends   (and   for   older   members   your  
friends’   children)   who   would   like   to   try   out   sailing!   We   are   trying   hard   to   attract   new  
members   for   next   season.   For   the   experienced   juniors,   we   will   rig   the   cherubs   and   give   you  
a   chance   to   steer   or   crew.   It   is   vitally   important   for   the   club   that   we   attract   and   then   maintain  
new   members,   every   year.   It   is   the   responsibility   of   all   of   us   to   help   raise   the   profile   of   our  
club   and   to   be   enthusiastic   about   sailing   on   the   river.  
 
The   12ft   Skiff   Nationals    are   also   approaching   fast:   the   Easter   weekend   (Friday   to   Sunday  
10   -   12th   April).   Planning   is   well   under   way.   A   roster   is   on   the   noticeboard   for   you   to   sign   up  
for   the   bar,   canteen   and   support   duties.   Please   all   plan   to   help   out   at   this   important   club  
event!   We   are   also   looking   for   assistance,   sponsorships,   ideas,   everything   really.   Please  
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talk   to   Peter   Hill,   our   12ft   Skiff   coordinator,   if   you   would   like   to   help   out   and   ….   PUT   YOUR  
NAME   down!  
 
The   LtS   group    had   some   better   breeze   in   the   morning,   here   are   some   photos   of   the   boats  
coming   around   the   point   to   the   club.  

 

 
 
  Our   Junior   sailing   is   proudly   supported   by:  
 

 
 
Please   advertise   our   club   to   all   your   friends   and   colleagues,   we   can   always   use   new  
members   and   sailors.   The    facebook   page    and    the   website    are   all   active   and   updated.  
 
Support   boats  

1. Please   check   the   support   roster   for   your   turn.   
2. The   Sea   Scouts   are   on   support   this   weekend   for   the   short   course   racing.  

 
Meeting  
The   next   club   meeting   will   be   on    Monday    2   March   at   8:00   pm   at   the   club   house.   All  
members   are   welcome   to   attend!  
 
Fundraising :   
Looking   for   a   tax   break   this   year?   Here   is   your   chance!  
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Please   support   our   projects   via   the   Australian   Sports   Foundation :  
It   is   tax   deductible!    https://asf.org.au/projects/abbotsford-12ft-sailing-club/  
 
Social   sailing:    Social   sailing   now   occurs   weekly   on   Saturday   starting   at   10   am.   Please  
e-mail    abbotsfordsailing@gmail.com    if   you   would   like   to   assist   with   the   training,   or   if   you   are  
a   potential   learner   and   would   like   to   join!   Costs   will   be   $30/per   person   to   cover   boat   lease.   
 
Boats   and   gear   for   sale:    Please   check   the   bottom   of   the   newsletter,   or   let   me   know   if   you  
would   like   to   advertise.  
 
Any   news   to   be   included   in   the   next   newsletter   should   be   sent   to  
willemvervoort@gmail.com .   Newsletters   will   hopefully   come   out   every   week   during   the  
racing   season.  

 

Race   report  
It   was   a   very   light   Easterly,   which   came   and   went   all   afternoon.   So   it   was   a   bit   of   a   lottery  
here   and   there,   some   of   us   got   lucky   and   managed   to   pick   a   gust   and   a   difference   of   2   knots  
is   a   lot   on   a   day   like   that.   Even   though   it   was   a   championship   heat,   it   was   no   wonder   that  
the   PRO   decided   to   shorten   course,   before   all   of   us   drifted   to   Parramatta   on   the   incoming  
tide.  
 
In   the   end,   with   some   smart   sailing,   Charlie   D   in   Rocket   Fuel   was   first   over   the   line   in   the  
Juniors,   followed   by   Harry   in   Pippi   Ripple   and   Marco   in   Boat   2,   with   the   same   order   in   the  
handicaps.  
No-one   managed   to   finish   in   the   open   class,   probably   everybody   was   tired   of   the   drifting  
around.  
 
It   was   a   tight   battle   in   front   of   the   Laser   fleet,   with   Neil   in   SeaCure   coming   first,   beating  
Chris   D   in   Sinking   to   the   line.   Lee   in   Vibe   was   third.   In   the   handicap,   SeaCure   and   Sinking  
were   followed   by   Phil   in   Unshackled   2.   
 
In   the   skiffs,   there   were   only   two   boats,   with   Huon   and   Simon   in   Lick   This   finishing   in   front   of  
Willem   and   Robin   in   Fast   Forward,   with   handicaps   in   the   same   order.  
 
All   results   and   championship   standings,   including   the   new   Biskupic   Engineering   Shed   Short  
course   point   score   can   be   found   on   the   website:  
http://abbotsfordsailingclub.org.au/index.php/race-results-pointscore  
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The   Laser   start   when   the   breeze   was   just   up   a   bit.  

 
This   is   how   we   like   to   see   it!   Many   hands   make   light   work   bringing   up   the   duck   after   racing!  
Thanks   for   the   help!  
 
A   big   thank   you   to   Steve,   Jason,   Judy,   Miki   and   Sean   for   the   start   and   support   and   Gai   for  
finishing.  

 

Social   committee   and   events  
This   year   we   had   no   volunteers   for   the   social   committee,   and   we   understand   that   this   might  
be   too   much   of   a   commitment   at   this   point   for   members.   However,   we   would   like   to  
organise   some   of   the   club   dinners   after   the   club   championships.   
 
We   therefore   would   like   to   call   on   members   and   friends   to   volunteer   to   organise   one  
of   the   championship   dinners.   
You   can   do   this   with   a   group   of   juniors,   a   group   of   parents,   a   boat   class,   whatever   works  
best.   You   can   set   the   theme,   decide   the   menu   and   negotiate   the   price   with   the   club!   How  
good   is   that!  
 
Please   volunteer,   after   this   Saturday   we   have    1    championship   left   and   so   would   like   1   more  
group   to   volunteer.   
 



Championship   dates:  
4   April    (Close   of   season)  

 

Boats   and   equipment   for   sale  
Advertise   your   boat   or   equipment   here  

 
Coming   Events  
29   February Short   Course   Racing  
7   March Race  
22   March Discover   Sailing   day  
10   -   12   April 12   Ft   Skiff   Nationals  
 
Please   note   these   dates   in   your   diary.   It   would   be   great   if   all   members   could   attend   events.  
 


