
Abbotsford   Sailing   Club   News     07/04/2021   

Wrap-up   of   the   85th   12Ft   skiff   Australian   
Championships   
It   was   an   extremely   lively   Easter   weekend   at   the   club   with   all   the   12ft   skiff   crews   visiting,   the   
racing   and   the   dinners   and   socialising   after   the   racing.   The   whole   event   was   a   great   
success,   we   had   enough   breeze   to   complete   all   the   races,   and   the   last   day   even   offered   a   
bit   more   spectacle,   after   some   lighter   days   earlier   in   the   weekend.   All   results,   photos   and   
videos   are   on    our   regatta   page .   A   thank   you   to   all   the   crews   who   participated   and   the    12ft   
skiff   association    for   choosing   Abbotsford   for   this   regatta.   
As   the   president   of   the   club,   I   really   would   like   to   thank   all   the   members,   friends,   family   and   
past   members   who   helped   out   at   the   club,   including   the   bar   and   canteen   and   the   support   on   
the   water.   A   special   thank   you   to   Robyn   and   Barrie   who,   together   with   Judy,   ran   all   the   
starts   and   finishes   from   Scout.   A   major   effort   and   much   appreciated!   We   will   have   those   
snacks   and   drinks   ready   for   next   time   you   are   able   to   officiate!   Also   a   big   thank   you   to   Tom   
Biskupic   for   being   the   on-shore   race   manager   and   race   recorder,   and   keeping   the   race   
results   up   to   date   on   the   website.   
I   also   wanted   to   thank   all   our   generous   sponsors,   whose   support   has   helped   make   this   
regatta   a   great   success.   Please   check   out    the   list   on   the   regatta   page .   
Last   but   not   least,   I   would   like   to   thank   the   Regatta   committee   and   in   particular   Peter   and   
Lisa   Hill   and   Gai   Dewane,   for   doing   the   majority   of   the   organising.     
  

Who   can   donate   an   old   smart   phone   to   the   club?   
Thank   you   Chris   W!   
  

End   of   season   dinner   
An   end   of   season   dinner   will   be   organised   after   the   racing   on   17   April,   please   add   this   to   
your   calendars.   It   is   important   for   the   club   to   have   some   social   events,   and   as   the   Sea   
Scouts   will   have   a   sleep-over   in   the   hall   that   weekend,   this   might   be   a   perfect   opportunity   to   
get   together.   
  

Who   is   who   on   the   balcony   
This   week   features   Robin   B.   

FOA   
The   “Friends   of   Abbotsford”   (FOA)   are   meeting   at   the   club   every   1st   and   3rd   Tuesday   at   
10:30   am.   Taking   a   break   over   Easter,   so   Tuesday   20   April   is   your   next   opportunity   to   join   
their   activities!   

Support   
This   following   weekend,   the   Sea   Scouts   are   providing   support.   
The    support   boat   roster    is   now   on    the   Club   Calendar   on   the   website .   
Thank   you   all   who   have   volunteered   (or   have   been   volunteered)   for   the   support   boat   roster!   

Covid   management   
PLEASE    CHECK   IN   WHEN   YOU   ENTER   THE   CLUB .   It   is   easy   to   forget,   but   remains   
important   for   the   club   to   follow   COVID-19   regulations.   It   might   seem   things   are   moving   back   
to   normal,   but   we   still   have   a   requirement   to   register   everybody   entering   the   premises.   Our   
COVID   marshall   will   spot   check   this   and   remind   you   if   you   forget   to   sign   in.   If   you   do   not   
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have   a   smartphone,   please   ask   someone   else   to   sign   you   in.     
  

Please   adhere   to   the   rules   under    our   latest   COVID   management   plan   
  

The   rule   is   still    Get   In,   Sail,   Get   out .   Access   to   showers   is   still   restricted,   because   you   have   
to   clean   the   shower   area   if   you   use   them.   Please   arrive   dressed   for   sailing   as   much   as   
possible.   
  

How   can   you   help?   
Cleaning    Thank   you   to   Mark   for   cleaning   the   mens’   toilets   each   week.   
We   still   need   some   volunteers   to   regularly   (at   least   once   a   month)   clean   the   change   rooms   
and   the   women’s   toilets.   
  

Volunteering :   We   always   need   volunteers   for   odd   jobs,   for   working   bees,   for   events,   or   to   
support   FOA.   If   you   would   like   to   volunteer,   please   speak   with   anyone   from   the   committee   
or   with   Judy   about   FOA.   This   club   only   works   because   of   volunteers,   we   don’t   have   any   
paid   staff!   
  

Advertise   and   promote:    Please   advertise   and   promote   our   club   to   all   your   friends   and   
colleagues,   we   can   always   use   new   members   and   sailors.   The    facebook   page    and    the   
website    are   all   active   and   updated.    Discover   sailing   day    will   be   on   18th   of   April.   
  

Donations    are   always   welcome!   You   can   use   our   Australian   Sport   Foundation   option   to   
donate   some   money   to   the   club   and   get   a   tax   deduction   
https://asf.org.au/projects/abbotsford-12ft-sailing-club/ :   

  

Other   items   
Working   with   Children   Check :   This   is   a   reminder   that   anyone   over   18   who   is   likely   to   work   
with   our   juniors   (for   example   as   a   coach)   and   does   not   have   children   at   the   club   themselves   
needs   to   complete   a   working   with   children   check:   
https://www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au/child-safe-organisations/working-with-children-check   
Please   complete   this   as   soon   as   possible.   Once   you   have   your   WWCC   number,   please   
send   this   to   our   secretary   Phil   Marsh   ( philmarsh@bigpond.com ).     
  

Sailing   Committee   meetings   
The   next   sailing   committee   meeting   will   be   on    Monday    19   April   2021   at   8:00   pm   and   will   
also   be   accessible   via   video   conference.   All   members   are   welcome   to   attend,   please   e-mail   
willemvervoort@gmail.com    if   you   are   not   on   the   minutes   mailing   list   and   would   like   to   
attend.   

  
Please   feel   free   to   e-mail   me   directly   with   any   concerns   about   the   club   management.   

  
Willem   Vervoort   
President   A12SC   

  
Boats   and   gear   for   sale:    let   me   know   if   you   would   like   to   advertise.   
Any   news   to   be   included   in   the   next   newsletter   should   be   sent   to    willemvervoort@gmail.com   
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85th   12ft   Skiff   Australian   Championship   
With   17   registered   boats,   the   water   was   busy   (as   well   as   the   increased   “stink   boat”   activity   
due   to   Easter   and   the   fine   weather).   With   mostly   NE   and   SE   courses   the   viewing   from   the   
club   balcony   and   the   Parramatta   River   club   was   good.   The   exception   was   the   final   Monday,   
when   the   boats   tackled   course   3   (the   southerly,   mostly   in   Hen   and   Chicken   bay).     
The   results   have   been   highlighted   many   times   already   on   our    website    and    facebook .   It   was   
a   battle   of   the   big   rigs   with   light   Easterlies   dominating.   Sail   Inc   dominated   all   the   races,   and   
it   really   was   a   battle   for   the   minor   places   and   the   handicap.   
  

There   were   plenty   of   exciting   scenes   to   watch,   especially   on   the   last   Monday   when   the   
breeze   picked   up.   
  

We   look   forward   to   seeing   the   skiffs   back   for   the   Parramatta   River   Championships   next   
year.   
  

 
  

Who   is   who   on   the   balcony   
Meet   Robin   Biskupic   –   a   long   time   member   despite   
his   young   years.   

Robin   has   been   around   the   clubhouse   for   the   past   
15   years   supporting   the   club   through   both   his   
sailing   and   his   canteen   consumption   rates!   

The   entire   Biskupic   family   have   been   an   integral   
part   of   the   club   since   Robin’s   older   sister   Kirrily   
wanted   to   learn   to   sail.   They   saw   the   balcony   sign   
whilst   on   the   ferry   and   decided   that   A   12’   SC   was   
the   place   for   them   (and   isn’t   the   club   lucky   they   
did).   

All   the   Biskupics   –   Tom,   Sally,   Hannah,   Kirrily   and   
Robin   have   contributed   greatly   to   the   running   of   
the   club   over   the   years.   This   includes   their   tireless   
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input   into   the   various   LTS   programs   the   club   has   offered.   

Sailing   history :   started   sailing   with   his   other   sister   Hannah   in   “Infinite   Grace”   at   the   ripe   
old   age   of   4   yrs.   

He   then   skippered   Boatzilla   with   Jack   Hill   and   this   association   began   Robin’s   connection   to   
the   Hill   family   (he   is   currently   sailing   with   Luke   Hill   in   “Engineered   for   Failure”).   

At   this   point   of   the   interview   Robin   asked:   “What’s   this   for?”   Once   told   of   “Who’s   Who?”   
Robin   admitted   he   didn’t   really   read   the   newsletter   but   was   happy   to   continue……   ( the   
younger   generation???)   

Robin’s   sailing   adventures   include:   

Sabots   –   8   years   followed   by   Cherubs   –   5   years   and   now   in   12’   skiffs   –   1-2   years.   

He   has   entered   several   inter-club   and   association   events   including   Sabot   Week   (2005-06);   
Sabot   Nationals   (Gosford,   Townsville,   South   Port,   Drummoyne)   and   Cherub   states   (various   
venues)   and   nationals   at   Drummoyne).   His   latest   event   was   the   12’   Skiff   Nationals   at   the   
club   over   Easter   –   worth   asking   him   about   his   first   major   skiff   regatta.   

Robin   admitted   his   worst   habit   is   missing   the   start   of   races.   The   author   also   added   Robin’s   
habit   of   standing   up   in   his   sabot   (which   he   wanted   to   deny   but   in   reality…   couldn’t).   

Robin’s   s ailing   goal    is   to   beat   Arrogant   Frog   but   feels   he   may   need   a   better   boat   to   
accomplish   this.   

Hard   questions:   

Favourite   ice   cream   –   lemon   gelato   Favourite   colour   –   green   

Favourite   eating   establishment   –   doesn’t   really   have   one   but   over   Easter   Robin   was   seen   
devouring   lots   of   Macca’s!!   

If   you   were   a   fruit   –   mango   (why??   –   first   one   that   came   to   mind   –   no   reason)   

Robin   spends   his   working   days   studying   mechanical   engineering   with   a   focus   on   
propulsion.   He   is   working   as   a   plastic   machinist   and   has   used   these   skills   to   help   with   
making   a   wide   variety   of   things   for   the   club   eg   mast   tops   for   the   optimists   etc.   He   is   also   an   
intern   for   the   UTS   Rocketry   Team   (which   involves   building   rockets   for   research).   

A   smart   young   man   with   tons   of   interesting   ideas.   Who   could   forget   how   he   upgraded   his   
rubber   duck   for   the   inaugural   Duck   Race   J   Robin   is   also   a   founding   director   of   Biskupic   
Engineering   –   which   offers   their   services   to   each   and   every   club   member   in   need.   

Robin’s   focus   for   the   future   of   the   club:   more   skiffs   (if   possible);   develop   a   pathway   for   
juniors   and   make   some   additional   boat   storage   in   the   clubhouse   –   for   larger   boats.   

Boats   and   equipment   for   sale   
Advertise   your   boat   or   equipment   here,   e-mail   willem   to   add   an   item.   

End   of   Season   Sale:   Fast   Forward   $1500   



Coming   Events   (The   racing   calendar   is   now    on   the   website )   
  

10   April Race   
17   April Heat   7   of   the   Club   Championship   M.E.   Gaha   Memorial   trophy   and   
end   of   season   dinner   
18   April Discover   Sailing   Day   11   -   3   pm,   invite   all   your   friends   and   family!     
Please   note   these   dates   in   your   diary.   It   would   be   great   if   all   members   could   attend   events.   

Great   beginner   Cherub,   dry   boat,   sailed   and   stored   at   the   Club.   Multiple   kites   and   Sail   sets   
available.   One   kite   newly   bought   for   the   2019/2020   season.   Main   sail   from   2016,   Jibs   from   
2016   and   2018.   Older   sail   sets   also   included.   
  

For   sale   at   end   of   season   (18   April)   

  
Inspections   welcome.   
Contact   Willem   0412   365   091   willemvervoort@gmail.com   
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